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The value of reb squill 2s a rat -poison 21as been 

207~ in Xurope for many years, but only within recent years has this :1ln:lt Sib- 

stance 3eeil develoqed for th2.t pu;‘?ose in t-his country. Sgp.ill is a -?erescial 

bulbous ?lan t 2at grows mild on the coastsof it~aly, S!-cily, and Sarc’,in&. a!??. 

and the red is useci as a rat poison, jeirg a s:_?ecific. poison for rats. 

For several seasons the U. S. Department of Pgicultilre, thro?~$i its 2x- 

reaus of i3iolo~;ica.l Survey, Cnemistry and. Soils, and Plant Industry, has been 

-qorT<jq to S.evc1o-g a pot.ent red-squill prepsratio for the effective cLestruction 

of rats, and it ?reser,ts the results of this qvor’,r in a new bulletin, “2ed.-equi.11 

Powsers as P.atici?-es, ‘I Technical Bulletin Fo. 124-T. Xed squill, cqs the bul- 

letin, is an almost iceal rat poison, being relatively safe, economical, an6 cf- 

fective, ad th&Se are reC+rements which the raticicies in most general use to- 

iay--arsenic) Sarium carbonate, phosphorus, and s:~+i~$,ne--6~0 not so fully meet I 

Tile investigators concluded from their st1Kie.s tL3.t pow5ered red souill 
is toxic to rats but that wllj.te squill is uot; and t,ilat t.0 caLs, clogs, chickens, 
and pigeons re? quill is nontoxic un?er noAAi --qai conditions ViI?en exposed in the 
concentrations recomrLend.ed for rat poiscns, as shown by file fact that food Toison- 
ed wit-n sq~ill either was not eaten by these animals, or, if eaten, was prOfiVtl:r 
vomited. 

OIie ;!lcthQd of ~rep,rj.ng red--squ.iI.l ym&rs that yielded a more t0Xi.C p-0a- 
let t&n otters is &scribed in <&t&l in t& ‘.mlletin ar,d is recmrxzfi.?-ed for COD- 

merciai use. 
‘This re:?ort is of S~?ecia,l interest to pharmacolo;;ists and ma:nlf-tctui.ers of 

raticides, as it gives basic information for t;;e furtiler 2evelop:?ect of Ted- 
squill preparax,ions, and making available to tile publ.ic a rat Poison that can be 
safely used in yjlaces. wnere ti:e use of .o$her poisons has prove& to0 bil~3i"OUis to 
human life an6 ;.omestic animals. 

The ;3ublication ray be obtained from t?le 3qerintenfbent of documents, 
%variknent Pri:?ting Office, Waskington, 3. C., at 10 cents per copy. 
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